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As Amity plans a new “Disciple Bible Study”
group, | remember my own first experience with
Disciple. It was then that | had my first adult ex
perience of a covenant community. It changed my
life. I'm so excited that the topic for the Falugr-

ter Adult Sunday School is “covenant communi-
ties.” | encourage you to join the Disciple group
and the Adult Bible Study. Groups that regularly
meet together over a long time help us so much as
we seek to develop our faith and grow closer to
each other and to our Lord. --

Covenant Communities — Adult Bible Studies, Sunday®:45 — 10:40 a.m.

“Covenant Communities” writers Stan Purdum and J8boch guide
us to consider the persons whom God chose as cuvieaaers, the

invitations God offered to enter into communityppke’s responses tq
the invitations, and the nature of God’s new cow¢igammunity.

Leaders in the Covenant Community September,the first unit
looks at four people called to lead the Israelitdsving in cove-
nant with God: Joshua, Gideon, Ezra, and Nehentadd chose
Joshua to lead the people into the Promised Ladaalted
Gideon to deliver the people from the threat ofMhdianites and
Amalekites. God called the priest Ezra to inteecé the people
who had recently returned home from exile. Nehémiativated
people to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.

An Open Invitation to Covenant LivinQuring October, the second unit explores
stories from Mark’s Gospel in which Jesus interdatéh people and invited them tg
live in covenant with God. During a preaching touGalilee, many people sought
Jesus, who cleansed a leper, thus giving him aonrogputy to rejoin the community.

Continued on page 17 .
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The Orange County Rape ﬂﬂﬂ“L e

Crisis Center has moved from —
our old parsonage building to

1506 East Franklin Street,

Suite 302. Here’'s what they say on their websitg:

AY”4
o M. CE. CEE. CEE. CEEe CEEe CENe OEN CEE. CEEe CEEe CEEe CHEe CHEe

Although difficult to leave our current space (it'
been home for many years; thanks Amity Unitegd
Methodist Church!), we are very excited about
our new office. In addition to more office space
we will now have more room for our therapy

program, volunteer training classes, community|
meetings and support groups.

September2009
Is someone missing from th(—i
list? Contact the church
office and let us know!

Here’s their note to us:

Dear Amity,

Thank you so much for allowing our agency to
use your space for 14 years. Because of our
Estes Drive location we have been able to kee
sexual violence and our services for survivors gn
the minds of so many in the community. Again|
thank you for your support and we hope you will
visit us at 1506 East Franklin Street, Suite 302

Acolyte Training Session
Sunday, Sept. 27 @ 9:45 am
In the church, during Sunday Schaol

Boys & Girls, ages 8-12
48 inches minimum height

Who should come?
Current acolytes & all who wish to patrticipate. e oo e o e e o e om

Ro
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Adult Christian Formation - All are welcome!

Amity’s vision is that all people matter to God, we belong in
community, and by grace, we become like Christ to serve
the world. We hope that you will join a small group.

SUNDAY - Child Care Provided.

Adult Bible Studies: 9:45 — 10:40 a.m. “Covenant Communities” We’'bbkaat four men
called to lead — Joshua (9/6), Gideon (9/13), E2/20) and Nehemiah (9/27). Bob Klatt
Margaret Moore, and Sybil Skakle share Amity leallgr of these Bible-based, United
Methodist studies.

Healing Prayer Join us every week after worship for about 20 naaudf prayer in Amity
parlor. Contact Margaret Moore, 933-3903 or S§3kidkle, 967-6716

TUESDAY —weekly

Pastor’s Bible Studymeets from 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. on Tuesdays, stpBeptember
22" Rev. Carl King (primary leader) and others camitthis long-standing UUMC tradi-
tion, focusing on the lectionary readings for eadek. All are welcome. Contact UUM(
for more information, 929-7191.

Book Study: Amity’s group will not meet in September while we @oing both Disciple
and Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations. @ohAmity office for more information.

Disciple Bible Study I: Becoming Disciples througiBible Study Join Rev. Tuck Taylon
Rev. Nancy Sturdivant, and others for 34-weekgistaifuesday, 9/15, 7 — 9 p.m. Sug-
gested donation: $34. Sign up sheet and matanialen table in main entrance foyer ol
side Fellowship Hall. Contact Amity office if yoweed childcare or more information.

WEDNESDAY — weekly

Women'’s Bible Study: Wednesdays, 9:30-11 a.m., in Amity Fellowship H#dirting 9/16
Led by Rev. Molly Shivers and Rev. Suzanne DornisnWomen of all ages are invited {
join us for our second year with a look at The 8ddEcho by Margaret Feinberg. This
study expresses the idea that God repeats medsages multiple ways so that we will
pay attention. Childcare is provided. Contact UUKEmore information 929-7191.

Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations:Sunday sermons, daily devotionals, and a fi
week church-wide study on Wednesday evenings; A% Fellowship dinner @ 5:30
p.m.; church-wide study at 6:15 p.m.. Each weekmilefocus on one of the five practics

)

— radical hospitality, passionate worship, riskitgkmission, intentional faith developme
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and extravagant generosity. Choir practice wilbke the study, starting 30-45 minut

later than its usual 7:15 starting time. Suggedtathtion/household for materials: $5

for devotional booklet, and $11 for book. Signsinget and materials are on table in
foyer outside Fellowship Hall. Contact Amity o#i¢o learn more.

THURSDAY — weekly

Small Group Study: 9:30-11 a.m. @ Skakle home Visitors welcome. t@cirSybil
Skakle, 967-6716.

Hearts for God: Thursday evenings 7-8:30 p.m. in Amity FellowshiallH9/10-
10/22, led by Jane Campbell and Nancy Korcheckmi@oe health of your mind, bod
and spirit in this seven-week study sponsored byi@Health Ministries Commit-
tee. InHearts for Godthe group will explore God’s call to health thgbuscriptures in
the Old and New Testaments while also studying dadaits such as diet, exercise, 3
other healthy practices. $10 for supplies and rna$e Contact Jane Campbell, 490
7935 or janegerocns@aol.com.

FRIDAY — weekly
Hearts for God: 10-11:30 a.m.; 9/11-10/23. See description above.
FUTURE

Centering Prayer See September newsletter article. Contact NanayiSant for
more information (942-1492.) Sign-up sheet tocatk your interest will be posted.

Friday-Sunday, October 16-18, 2009:rom Generation to Generatiomwith Patricia
Smith @ Aqueduct Conference Center, Chapel HillAre there patterns of abuse in
your family line? Have you searched for healingydnlhave it elude you? A review @
your family tree may show where your problems Heartbeginning. During this con-
ference Patricia Smith will descrilbéealing of Generations a ministry God power-
fully uses to set people free from the sins andshimat have come down through the
past generations of their family lines. It will bgoractical guide for those needing ge
erational healing for themselves, and for those whnot to help others find healing.
The weekend will be a blend of large group teaclsieggsions consisting of step-by-st

teaching in how to heal generational issues thrqurgkier. Patricia will then guide par

ticipants through interactive activities of prayifog one another in small groups.
Cost: $225 Double occupancy (per person) inclloldging, meals, and conference
fee; $305 Private Room; $125 Commuter Rate includesls and conference fee.
Early Registration Deadline is Octobéf. 1Call 919-933-5557 or email
admin@aqueductcc.cotua register.
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Radical Hospitality - Passionate Worship - Intentimal Faith Development
Risk-Taking Mission and Service - Extravagant Genessity

These are the Five Practices of vital, fruitful gmgations. These ideas aren’t se-
cret or new, but they are the practices that cad te excellence and growth in the
life of our church. And they are the practices wk e focusing on for five con-

secutive weeks, daily in our personal lives, andedkly sessions 9/07 -10/11/09.

Just imagine what can happen if everyone in ougiema-
tion will spend five weeks—just thirty-five days—aing,
praying, discussing, and focusing on these FivetkRes.
God can change individuals, entire families, andvalole
church—thus changing the difference we can malesth
beyond our surrounding community.

You are invited to participate in this exciting
emphasis in a variety of ways:

Special teams
Sunday morning worship
At-home devotional readings
Church-wide Work Day - 10/03

Contact Donna Swahlan (942-4103,
donnadsot@aol.com) for more information.
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I miss you all during the week,
so let’s get together!

When
Wednesday, August 19"
@ 11:45 a.m.

Where
Nantucket Grill on Hwy. 54
(near 1-40), Chapel Hill

RSVP
919-967-7546, or
secretary@amityumc.org, or
tuckbounds@embargmail.com

We need to know who's coming
to ensure enough seats.

All are invited !
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Brother/Sister: Can you Spare 2 Hours?

Friday, September 25, 2009
5:30 - 7:00 pm

Various Amity ministries serve dinner in the Community Kitchen

at 100 W. Rosemary Street, Chapel Hill on the 4™ Friday. We

invite you to join them from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. in serving dinner

to the less fortunate in our community. Please contact Roger Shumate (732-5378) to
learn more about this life-saving ministry.
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AMITY NURSERY & DAY CARE
. - Sk~ ok~ ok
A Four Star Child Care Facility K\ K ~
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Amity’s Four Star Nursery and Day Care isopen5da ys aweek
Now Enrolling Children 2 1/2 - 5 years old (must be potty trained)
Full Day: 7:30 - 5:30 Half Day: 7:30 - 12:30
www.amitychildcare.bravehost.com
Kristin Tinnen, Director 919-929-6149  qualitychildcare@bellsouth.net
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Adult Choir
Wednesday Evenings
Choir Rehearsal 7:00 pm - 8:15 pm

Sept. 9-0ct. 7: 7:45 pm - 9:00 pm
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If you love to sing, we invite you
to join Amity’s adult choir!
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September 14 @12:30 pm
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' 8?72?21 + UMW at Amity meets
# on the 2" Monday of
the month at 12:30
& 6 0 ) p.m. Refreshments
5 | |7 are served. All
' . women are invited to
' I
& 0" ) join us for fellowship
# and a program.
6 $ Nancy Klatt
2 # UMW President 942-5318
| 7 The UMW is organized for
P # Missions, both locally and
4 # globally, focusing mainly on
P! 9 better world for women an(\jj[
$ % children. Therefore, the UM
8 8CC 3 # gives freely of their time ang
| I C money in many local and
C? =@C global areas.
< #
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A light dinner will be served each Wednesday evening, from 5:30 to 6:15, during the Five
Practices of Fruitful Congregations study, September 9 through October 7th. If you are
available and would like to help out, please contact the following team captains to volunteer
to assist in preparing dinner.

September 9, 2009: Gayle Claris 942-7150
September 16, 2009:  Nancy Klatt 942-5318
September 23, 2009:  Shannon Tostanowski 802-6610
September 30, 2009:  Carol Lucas 942-5892
October 7, 2009: Anh Gibbs 883-5014 (or TBA)

Suggested donation: $3 per adult, $5 per couple and $8-10 per family.
Even if you can't pay — please join us anyway!
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Tuesdays @ 7:00 p.m. — starting 9/15/49

Not a study for the faint . . . It will challengeyou . . . It will change you.

Rev. Tuck Taylor, Rev. Nancy Sturdivant, and otlveitslead Amity in BECOMING
DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY, the foundation ofetiDISCIPLE Bible
Study program. Contact the church office 967-7ft@nore information, to register
and let us know if you need child care.

DISCIPLE assumes that the Bible is the key to rextémvthe church. It recognizes thrr
human-divine nature of the Bible: The actual te{tScripture were written by huma
beings like ourselves in their cultural settingsder the divine inspiration of God.

DISCIPLE affirms that the canon was formed as ihisrder for God to speak to us.
BECOMING DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY gives equahe to both the

Old and New Testament, emphasizing the wholenedsedBible as the revelation of
God. DISCIPLEaims at transformation, not just information, and calls on persons
to submit themselves to examination by Scriptweut themselves under the powel of
God’s Word, and to be changed by God’s Word. DISElvites persons to bring
their experiences and struggles to the Scriptullgpeksons know something is amiss
with their existence and yearn for the Word fromdGo

BECOMING DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY uses hiblidanguage and im-
ages and draws upon the work of scholars to aiénstahding of the Bible.

This study requires reading large portions of Surgpeach week and is based on cafe-
ful study and preparation. During the course attyHiour weeks, groups will move
through the biblical stories of Creation to the N#&@wusalem. The titles of the sessiops
along with theme words; theme verses; and majaoper;, events, and topics will set
the sequence of the biblical story in the mindthefparticipants. The principal Scrip-
ture for each session follows the chronological ement of the biblical story.
2 1& # $ 3
4- )1 0) $ 5*3
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... Continued from page 3

Covenant Communities —
Adult Bible Studies,
Sundays, 9:45 — 10:40 a.m.

When a demon-filled man approached Jesus, eveiethe
mons knew who Jesus was. A Syrophoenician woman, a
Gentile, convinced Jesus that he should heal hegtder.

In contrast, a rich man who was seeking eternalréfused
Jesus’ invitation, thereby rejecting the covenant.

The New Covenant Communitty.December,our
unit examines First and Second Peter to discern the
gualities of people who are part of God’s covenant
community. First Peter portrays the community as a
holy people who are chosen and who also suffer in
order to live in covenant with God. Second Peter d
scribes the covenant people as faithful and hopeful

Adult Bible Studies are Christ-
centered, Bible-based, and used by
nearly half a million people every
week.

Daily Bible readings help us stay con-
nected and grounded. Each lesson is
based on a short scripture passage.
The writers and leaders guide us in
seeing the need and living the faith.

Join co-leaders Bob Klatt, Margaret
Moore, Sybil Skakle every Sunday
from 9:45 — 10:40 a.m.
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Demonstrating faith through works, Amity will be sending a
mission team to the Dominican Republic the week of
Thanksgiving. We will be improving a school house and
helping provide free, safe drinking water for the men,
women, and children who toil in sugar cane fields. The
American sugar company that owns these fields pays pitifully
poor wages, provides substandard housing, and charges for
trucked-in drinking water.

The deadline to let us know if you will go on the mission trip is
Sunday, September 20. Please confirm to Donna Swahlan: don-
nadsot@aol.com or 942-4103. She can also tell you more about
this opportunity to bless and be blessed.

" # $ %
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Rev. Tuck Taylor ..........cccooeevieenie Pastor
636-1228; P !
Chris Dodson................. Director of Music
[T
Eileen Hogan.............. Children’s Minister
Position Open................... Youth Minister

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Kim Batson ....Secretary, Web, Newsletter
secretary@amityumc.org

Victoria Price.....Interim Preschool Director

929-6149, qualitychildcare@bellsouth.net

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Church Office Hours: 9 am - 1 pm, M - Th
secretary@amityumc.org  919-967-7546

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

www.amityumc.org

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.
Healing Prayer 12:15 p.m.
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